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the "play mode" Accordingly, many modifications may be made by one of ordinary skill 
in the art without departing from the spirit and scope of the appended claims. 



CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



1 \ A method for controlling user interaction in a digital imaging device having 
a display usima dynamic overlay bars, the method comprising the steps of: 

a) pro\|ding the digital imaging device with at least two operating modes, 
1 0 each df the operating modes having at least one mode-specific operation 

that can performed on images; 

b) in response to operating in either of the at least two operating modes, 
displaying at lea^t ^rie overlay bar on the display; and 

c) dynamically updatfetg the at least one overlay bar with both status 
15 information and intera^ive instructions, wherein the interactive 

instructions guide the us©( through at least one the mode-specific 
operation. 

2 The method of claim 1 wherein step c) further includes the step of 
20 providing the interactive instructions for guiding the\user through a directed image 

capture operation. 
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3 \ The method of claim 2 wherein step c) further includes the step of 
providing theJnteractive instructions for guiding the user through a sound annotation 
operation. \ 

5 4 The method of claim 2 wherein step c) further includes the step of 

dynamically updating thfe first overlay bar using an application program. 

5 The method orclaim 4 wherein the digital imaging device includes a 

display having a fist and a second horizontal sides, step b) further including the step of 

\ 

1 0 displaying the at least one overlay bar adjacent to a first horizontal side of the display. 

P \ I \ / ' 

Ly \\\ \ / 

M 6 The method of claim fuiro^S including the step of displaying a second 

ry overlay bar adjacent to a second horizontal side of the display. 

1 5 7 The method of claim further 1 including the step of displaying the at least 

one overlay bar translucently on the display. \ 

8 A method for controlling user interaction in a digital imaging device using 
dynamic overlay bars, the digital imaging device including a display, a first function key, 
20 and at least two operating modes for capturing, storing\and reviewing the images, the 
method comprising the steps of: \ 

a) displaying mode-specific information on a firsVoverlay bar that is 
displayed translucently over a current image in\he display; 
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b) di&pl^ying a mode-specific function label corresponding to the first 
function keWo a second overlay bar, wherein the mode-specific function 
label indicates whicl^QQe of a plurality of predefined functions is assigned 
to the first function key; and 

c) dynamically changing the mode-specifkUnformation and the mode- 
specific function label during operation of the dl^rt^limaging device to 
automatically guide a user through operation of the digitaftroaging device. 
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9 The^qiethod of claim 8 further including the step of: 
e) automaticallycnanging the predefined function assigned to the first 
function key and the mode-specific functiofHatjel based on conditions existing in the 
digital imaging device. 
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/ J4T The method of claim^r further including the step of: 
f) manually changing the predefined function assigned to the first function 
key by pressing a menu key. 

)A The method of claim wherein step a) further includes the step of: 
a1 ) providing the current image as a live view image during capture mode. 

The method of claim wherein step a) further includes the step of: 
a2) providing the current image as a previously stored image. 
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t8 The method of claim >S wherein step b) further includes the step of: 
b1) displaying the mode-specific function label as a combination of an icon 
and text. 



A digital imaging device comprising: 
an ima^iqg device for capturing image data; 

a memory coined to the imaging device for storing the image data as captured 
images; 

a display for displaying a c&Rture/l \mage; 
1 0 a processor coupled to the im^iftgjftevice and to the memory for controlling 

operation of the digital imaging device and forbRerating the image device in at least two 
operating modes; and 

U at least one overlay bar displayed on the display, th^at least one overlay bar 

3 including a translucent background and a combination of mode-sp&dfic status 

y 15 information and interactive instructions, wherein the interactive instructor 
B automatically guide a user through a mode-specific operation. 



paging device as in claim 14 further including a set of soft keys, 
wherein the at least one overfey^ar further displays soft key labels to indicate which 
20 one of a plurality of functions is assignecrie4he corresponding soft key, wherein in 
response to a user pressing a first one of the soft ke^s^he processor applies the 
function assigned to the first one of the soft keys to the first capttKed image. 
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y$ A digital imaging device as in claim >i> wherein the at least one overlay 
bar is updated automatically based on conditions existing in the digital imaging device. 

$ 7 

jft A digital imaging device as in claim $ wherein the captured image is a 

live image displayed during a capture mode. 

% t 

>6 A digital imaging device as in claim yf wherein the captured image is 
previously captured and stored image. 
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